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UM FACULTY MEMBERS SACRIFICE 
COMPUTER FUNDS FOR BUDGET CHALLENGE
MISSOULA -
Faculty members have agreed to give up $1.2 million in computer funds over the next 
two years to help solve the current budget challenge facing The University of Montana. The 
money would have updated computer hardware and software used by the faculty for teaching 
and research.
Kay Unger, president of the University Teacher’s Union, said the faculty agreed to 
sacrifice $600,000 of the funds to shore up UM’s flagging budget last summer. Then, when 
projected enrollments did not meet expectations this fall, creating a $2.4 million shortfall, 
faculty members agreed to give up the rest.
“This is a real contribution made by the faculty,” Unger said. “It’s a big hit, but it’s 
what we have to do to keep as many classes open as possible. We are giving up some ease for 
doing our job, but it’s for the general good. This isn’t pleasant, but we think it’s the lesser of 
two evils.”
“This was a great sacrifice by the faculty, and I appreciate it very much,” said UM 
President George Dennison. “They should be commended for this sacrifice.”
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Dennison and the UTU have agreed that if a reserve results from enrollment, the first 
priority will be restoring money to the computer equipment fund. Also, since taking a two-year 
hiatus from purchasing computer gear will be detrimental to faculty, they agreed to start a 
recovery plan for future faculty computing. In addition, the administration agreed to restore 
base cuts being made to UM’s Academic Affairs budget before restoring other budgets, 
emphasizing that academics should be a priority.
The last $600,000 faculty members agreed to give up is a large piece of the puzzle for 
solving UM’s present $2.4 million shortfall. Other UM budgets making cuts are the 
President’s Office, $280,000; Academic Affairs, $650,000; Administration and Finance, 
$500,000; Student Affairs, $100,000; and Research and Development, $300,000.
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